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Social Context of Modern Literature in Subcontinent
and new Middle Class
The middle class always performs a very vital role in any society.
Especially most of the intellectuals and writers are related to this class.
The European colonizers were well aware of this point, therefore, they
tried to create a new class who according to them would be "Indian in
blood and colour and European in taste, in opinions and in morals" by
preparing and implementing well thought educational, socio-cultural,
political and administrative policies. It this article the creation of a new
middle class in the subcontinent has been discussed who was different
from the European middle class which was the product of the industrial
revolution in the west. The new middle class of the subcontinent played
a very important role in socio-political life. The new educated middle
class also created modern literature in Urdu and different other
languages of the subcontinent which was different in form and content
from the traditional/classical literature of these languages. But this
modern literature also portrayed the real life of the people of the

subcontinent.
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"They wished to make their new colonies real reproductions of

British Society with its home defects removed, with all classes

refrescented, free, democratic, self-governing without

interference from the colonial office, prosperous by reason of

hard work applied to good land by picked setlers." ™
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"Intellectual and cultural activities inevitably came to a
standstill, for there was neither the security to encourage it nor
the means to support it. Men of learning depended upon

princely patronage and the patronage was now monopolized
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by soldiers and diplomatists.
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"----Indians were excluded from all responsible public life with

the result that the best men stood aloof and estranged and

power was largely excercised by the irresponsible agents of
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ignorant masters."
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"----The age of Enlightenment included a belief in reason and

a belief in progress; as embodied in the utilitarian school it

developed a missionary fervour and a belief that its principles

(m

were applicable everywhere."
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"They had a sacred mission --- to introduce the Gospel into



India, for Britain was now the trustee of India's moral

(@)

welfare."
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"---- Self government must depend on self reform; self reform

was so slow that self-government could only come in a very

distant future. The British were trustees in the position of long

(2)

leaseholders."



Sl F oL U9 F LG50 K e NS08 (e
b ESPEEAEOP L 12 Ten S U St onie Sl 2
S NE 2K L F T ot S 5131 Qb E G F i Frent
S Pl hesne bz U 28 L P L adi G kol gl Usilaiab st JBL
L;W!gﬁ-g%g@/uﬁ/wv!iLJU@.’@I;}U&:/U}EU/;Mui‘Jl“}L Ul
Luy}*éumig /.;fulu:?fa/t{ﬂdjﬂdﬁéﬁ@dj’gefu?dﬁwd}/.uwl
l(u}jl/é?( JC}}QU?J&}’U%J@&b*dyi.éﬁuﬁ..«géux:l}w:w?p!L;#L"’/
Sy A

"---- What the educated Indians sometimes failed to

understand was that the art of government cannot altogether

be learnt out of books, and that centuries of experience lay

behind the successful British working of free institutions; and

so he has often been impatient and demanded more rapid

@)

advance."
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"Let us proceed on a course of gradual improvement, and
when our rule causes, as oase it must, (the probably at a
remote period) as the natural consequence of our success in
the diffusion of knowledge, we shall as a nation have the
proud boast that we have preferred the civilization to the
continued subjection of India. When our power is gone, our
name will be....?; for we shall leave a moral monument more
noble and imperishable than the hand of man ever
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consturcted."
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"---- The myth of spontaneous reform was giving place to the
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"Not only was the middle class stimulated by the new
opportunities; it was drawn together as never before. The new
education gave it a common language and common stock of
ideas and knowledge to be held side by side with its various
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sectional traditions.
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literature in general. In this respect there is little to choose
between Sayyed Ahmed and Hali on the one hand and Igbal
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on the other.
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