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Social Context of Modern Literature in Subcontinent

 and new Middle Class

The middle class always performs a very vital role in any society.

Especially most of the intellectuals and writers are related to this class.

The European colonizers were well aware of this point, therefore, they

tried to create a new class who according to them would be "Indian in

blood and colour and European in taste, in opinions and in morals" by

preparing and implementing well thought educational, socio-cultural,

political and administrative policies. It this article the creation of a new

middle class in the subcontinent has been discussed who was different

from the European middle class which was the product of the industrial

revolution in the west. The new middle class of the subcontinent played

a very important role in socio-political life. The new educated middle

class also created modern literature in Urdu and different other

languages of the subcontinent which was different in form and content

from the traditional/classical literature of these languages. But this

modern literature also portrayed the real life of the people of the

subcontinent. 

________________________
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"They wished to make their new colonies real reproductions of

British Society with its home defects removed, with all classes

refrescented, free, democratic, self-governing without

interference from the colonial office, prosperous by reason of

hard work applied to good land by picked setlers." �1(
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"Intellectual and cultural  activities inevitably came to a

standstill, for there was neither the security to encourage it nor

the means to support it. Men of learning depended upon

princely patronage and the patronage was now monopolized

by soldiers and diplomatists." �2(
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"----Indians were excluded from all responsible public life with

the result that the best men stood aloof and estranged and

power was largely excercised by the irresponsible agents of

ignorant masters." �3(
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"----The age of Enlightenment included a belief in reason and

a belief in progress; as embodied in the utilitarian school it

developed a missionary fervour and a belief that its principles

were applicable everywhere." �4(
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"They had a sacred mission --- to introduce the Gospel into



India, for Britain was now the trustee of India's moral

welfare." �5(
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"---- Self government must depend on self reform; self reform

was so slow that self-government could only come in a very

distant future. The British were trustees in the position of long

leaseholders." �7(
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"----  What the educated Indians som etim es failed to

understand was that the art of government cannot altogether

be learnt out of books, and that centuries of experience lay

behind the successful British working of free institutions; and

so he has often been impatient and demanded more rapid

advance." �8(
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"Let us proceed on a course of gradual improvement, and

when our rule causes, as oase it must, (the probably at a

remote period) as the natural consequence of our success in

the diffusion of knowledge, we shall as a nation have the

proud boast that we have preferred the civilization to the

continued subjection of India. When our power is gone, our

name will be....?; for we shall leave a moral monument more

noble and imper ishable than the hand of  man ever

consturcted." �9(
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"Not only was the middle class stimulated by the new

opportunities; it was drawn together as never before. The new

education gave it a common language and common stock of

ideas and knowledge to be held side by side with its various

sectional traditions." �21(
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"---- One thing the middle class has uniformly lacked a

sensivity to beauty or a feeling for the formal aspects of
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"---- Its greatest obstacle was the contradiction between its

modern outlook in such th ings as education and its

�fundamentalist assumptions." �22(
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