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Dr. Muhammad Haroon Qadir

Depatment of Urdu,G C University, Lahore
Fort William College: In the Mirror of History

British East India Company was established in 1600. It came to India for
purpose of trade because India at that point was considered the golden
sparrow because of its affluence. By 1774, the company was the
undisputed master of all the way to Bengal and wanted to futher expand
their influence to administration and governance of the subcontinent as
well. The language barrier had been a huge setback for the British, but
with the efforts of Lord Wellesley, the Fort William College was
established on May 4, 1800 in Calcutta. The foundation of the college
was never set for the purpose of benefiting the local people. Rather, the
Urdu language and literature became a means to establish British

hegemony in the subcontinent. This paper discusses this issue.
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