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The study of cultural, political and intellectual side of western civilization
reveals that the west has emerged out of a very humble and poor position to
the present level. No doubt, intellectual efforts enlightened the west to an
extent but the real hallmark in the development of western civilization, is
industrial revolution in England. This article bring to light not only the factors of
rapid economic and cultural growth in the west but also unveil those structural
elements which will introduce the real face of the west.
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The mankind has been uplifted out of a past weltering with
cruelty and injustice, a past in which four fifth of the population

of Europe endured under the needs of their tormentors such
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treatment as would today raise a storm of indignation, were it
inflicted on dogs; when men in thousands were legally flayed,
impaled, quartered, roasted, boiled; when London was called
"The city of gibbets'; when none but princes and priests had
human rights; when the producers of food were made to pay
for the right to use their implements; when the infamy of
nameless justice was imperturbably rectified by Law,
acquiesced in by literature, upheld by religion; when no
murmur could be uttered against it save at the price of
martyrdom.(")
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From England to Italy and from Prussia to Spain, in the
seventeenth century three-fourths of the people led miserable
lives without leisure or luxury. In the cities, most of the
inhabitants subsisted on the verge of destitution, toiling as
artisans or apprentices, as servants poorly paid and
overworked, as porters or ostlers, linkboys or lackeys, peddlers or
beggars{"™)
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Social discipline was very far from being of that kind which we
call moral. The master whipped his apprentice, the
pedagogue his scholar, the husband his wife. Police
punishments partook of the general brutality. It was a day for
the rabble when a culprit was set in the pillory to be pelted
with brickbats, rotten eggs and dead cats; when women were
fastened by the legs in the stocks at the market place, or a

pilferer flagged through the town at the cart-tail, a clamour not
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unfrequently arising unless the lash were laid on hard enough
to 'make him howl.(")
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The Arabs introduced three inventions into Europe, each of
which was to bring about a world-transforming revolution. the
mariner's compass which was to expand Europe to the ends
of the earth; gunpowder which was to bring to an end the
supremacy of the armoured knight; and paper which prepared
the way for the printing press.(")
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Western civilization was not infact the best in existance at that

time; both the Mohammadan and the Chines were superior to
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the West.(")
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It is estimated that between 1481 and 1801 the inquisition
punished three hundred and forty thousand persons, nearly
thirty two thousand of them were burnt alive, including the
great scientist, Bruno, whose only crime was that he taught
the plurality of the worlds. Galileo another scientist of no less
worth, was remorselessly punished till he died in prison for
having held, contrary to the 'scriptures', that the earth moved
round the sun.{'™)
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To the earth, Copernicus, attributed a tripple motion,----a daily
rotation on her axis, an annual motion, round the sun, a
motion of declination of the axis.('®)
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He (Kepler) was the first important astronomer after
Copernicus to adopt the heliocentric theory--Kepler's great
achievement was the discovery of his three laws of planetary
motion.(”)
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Religious people resented the new theory, not only because it
seemed contrary to the teaching of the Bible and the tradition
of the church, but also because it removed the earth from the
centre of the Universe, the place proper for it as the stage on
which was enacted the divine drama of man's creation, fall
and redemption.('4) )
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The whole basis of his philosophy was practical: To give
mankind mastery over the forces of nature by means of
scientific discoveries and inventions.(™)
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Pardons and indulgences, by which priests "compute the time

of each soul's residence in purgatory" the worship of saints,

even of the virgins, "whose blind devotees think it manners to

place the mother before the son" the disputes of theologians

as to the Trinity and the Incarnation; the doctrine of

transubstantiation; the scholastic sects; pops, cardinals and

bishops--all are fiercely ridiculed.Particularly fierce is the

attack on the monadistic orders; they are "braenrick fools"

who have very little religion is them, yet are" highly in love with

themselves,and fond admirers of their own happiness." (r
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Before the eighteenth century was far on its way, the passion

for knowledge of the world of nature in which the life of man is

set, had become so general that literary popularizers

undertook to purvey the new discoveries on the general

public. It was in this manner that at least for an upper stratum

of Europeans, science became a veritable religious faith

which gradually superseeded the faith embodied in the

various Christian churches.("")
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Cogito Ergo Sum(™
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| think therefore, | am, was so solid and so certain that all the
most extravagant suppositions of the skeptics were incapable

of upsetting it, | judged that | could receive it without scruple
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as the first principle of the philosophy that | sought.("")
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If | ceased to think, there would be no evidence of my
existence.(m)
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The heart has reasons of its own which the reason does
not understand.("™)
B N L S F L (n’s”} $Us Kol e = fbé(Pascal)JK/L
gl F
V-t el e Je WAL 52 mle UK JEL
(r)ee g, u@uL»ALL/;Lﬁ,U,Z_Jm S fe
G Kwﬂﬁwjéhfc_.fu/waéuéw
S e Py JK(Newton)umpLuu’K(Gahleo)rVK e
:,!gur‘wu/uw(wvb K/‘/"U/’}D)L"‘d— :’l’g U(yd,g/»/}lbf}’uﬁ/c;b)
(}/L(Law of Gravitation) . gf‘{)ib.mt{!/:.UMKJ!J‘L«;JWV_W/A:l
iy A3 /waﬂmwéuruwumu/w sl §
/)|J~‘é
Ll U;/KMM._»/H&(@i/Jﬂd/bé_waLﬂ/big o
L;;u,/»/u‘févﬂ-wu/d/ww d"g yj“gﬂ/é Lefu’/rgg/
(") i YU uiUste 2 Goor 6P
~SBJe K(Newton)cf;:_ug.ﬂm{(f%uquu;afu"bfd/(Newton)wz A
SISzt SO0 Sren HUES U AL EII b 2 6
ZILLWKJX:—LLJ}’ Ol
G U Gl e B s st ise el & Sl Ul 27
&Tég&)d/g/uug?g{.b.Jyylr)’”/fu"’ggwiuﬁa,»dfuﬁ
("")‘szf,;égmiw)c.é./uwgg@



256

Iy et LU L Sl (Law of Gravitation) Jﬁgf‘&fuib“ ¥ (Newton) o
uL"”L:J/D)] U@//’G'c’.é.l’é:)ﬁ}@é ﬁ%/g;;lfl»flqﬂé.@(Newton)Jﬁ u‘%a,»t;(
Ukl Gt s P Po Ll e B i g el e £ U
e 2l ST NS E e T2 By FE S T B S
if‘atd%.zfﬁﬁu(gfbagﬁ-gﬁ//ffc; IR KJVJUVUWJ(Newton)Jx'
The theory of gravitation, as delivered by Newton, thus leads
us to a knowledge of the mathematical construction of the
solar system and inferentially likewise of that of other
systems; but it leaves without explanation a large number of
singular facts. It explains the existing conditions of equilibrium
of the heavenly bodies, but tells us nothing of their
genesis.(”v)
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All things that we conceive very clearly and very distinctly are
true.(m)
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The humanism of Renaissance gave a new impetus to the
perusal of the only secular literature then existing, and thus
helped to establish the dominion of secular thought in the
modern world.("%)
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France was the intellectual and cultural centre of Europe.

French language, literature, drama, art, manners and her form

of government were models for the rest of Europe. To be

called "civilized" one had to know the French language and

culture.(m)
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Oh! Times,
In which the meagre, stales forbidding ways.
Of custom, law and statute, look at once.
The attraction of a country in romance,
When reason seemed the most to assert her rights,
When most intent on making of herself,
A prime enchantress--to assist the work,
which then was going forward in her name!(")
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It was not only in France that political power was denied to the
masses, the political, social, and economic condition, all over
Europe, were more or less the same.(m’)
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Condition of the peasants of France was better than those of
Germany, Spain, Russia and Poland.(mv)
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There existed in France an enlightened middle-class which
was not to be found in other parts of Europe--They were
profoundly influenced by the philosophy of Rousseau, Voltaire
and Montesquieu.(m)
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The responsibilityof the philosophers for the revolution, then,was probably
restricted to creating the climate of opinion which made revolution

possible ("
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The French revolution asserted that the people should rule

themselves and the government should be not only "for the

people" but also "by the people.("/‘)
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Democracy is the worst form of government. It is the most

inefficient, the most clumsy, the most unpractical. No

machinery has yet been contrived to carry out in any but the

most farcical manner its principles. It reduces wisdom to

impotence and secures the triumph of folly, ignorance, claptrap

and demagogy.(M)
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The doctrine of the supremacy of the "White race" is the most
important product of European nationalism.(4*)
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Although racial prejudice has existed in many previous
societies in different parts of the world, it is only within western
civilization where it reached its final culmination and attained
its fullest development.(")
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Nature has placed mankind under the governance of two
sovereign masters; pain and pleasure. It is for them alone to
point out what we ought to do, as well as to determine what
we shall do.(‘”’)

Jl/f:LnL/wwwl.é/?d/&’/?ca)L;lQr‘l(Jeremy Bentham)(gf{;f/g

By the principle of utility, is meant that principle which
approves or disapproves of every action whatsoever,
according to the tendency which it appears to have to
augment or diminish the happiness of the party, whose
interest is in question, or, what is the same thing in other
words to promote or to appose that happiness. | say of every
action whatsoever; and therefore not only of every action of a
private individual, but of every measure of government. (o)

UL Girer-siAstJohn Stuart Mill) St g 0™
uﬁ“fuuaéw(“) aLfJ‘LJﬂl ‘}MJJ/J/.»MJ"Ut|||tar|an|sm"
R 151 (4IA03 - 128+ John Austin ) Tele U o K S el
& I(Nietzsche) &_c_ S5 f6rt6 (+19++-,1A7" Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche) &

:Aal:‘«zgui‘"Human, All Too Human" s~ (i
Not a few, perhaps the majority of men find it necessary, in
order to retain their self-esteem and a certain uprightness in
conduct, to mentally disparage and belittle all the people, they
know.(‘”)
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The development of industry is perhaps the greatest change
in history; it marks off clearly the last 150 years from the
previous history of the world.("’\)
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The railways gave an essential stimulus to the industrial
revolution in Europe.(49)
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Without the proper and timely aid of finance, industrial growth
would not have been possible.("')
S
Industry brought power; industry brought a rising standard of
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life; industry led to the development of a society and a kind of
life in Western Europe and the new world unknown before in
history.(‘”)
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It seems to me to be the principal characteristic of this phase
of England that she is at once commercial and warlike.(")
:JbrL(Seeley)d
Commerce and war were inseparably entangled together, so
that commerce led to war and war fostered commerce.{ 1)
s 2338 Ul e SEK A 7SN 5L Sl S sy A
@m’@f:"';/'uc;lf//u"/)'&n@};tnyul“/g]’&»d/ul%if-Wc’. u;";;guju///l})'é o
d/l,/)ﬂt‘é.w ; gﬁuﬁdwéuuﬂm_pﬂjjﬁjﬁ_ﬂ&f_ ua(j/}wg}(ut’é'd—Lf
e WAL OV Ld L L bl P T Uil
Lo G Tgfhor§
(Ml Py,
w;%ﬂdr’/u{} >
glg'f;bfugﬁ/.;)lpd;Lﬁu,ld)d),dc.;)wl.‘fup/ Foeli I S
O e 15 el
.4 (B.D. Basu)»
The English came into possession of a wealthy country. Much
of this wealth flowed to England in various ways, and not only
made the country wealthy but added immensely to its
wealth-producing capacity. The vast hoards of Bengal and the
Karnatic being conveyed to England enabled her to become
industrially supreme.(“)
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The material origin, then, of 'Great Britain's industrial
prosperity, and, therefore, in great part of her capital, must be
sought in her connection with India. It has been estimated that
between Plassey and Waterloo some £1,000 millions flowed
from India to England.(14)
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The technological triumph led to slavelike conditions of
labour.(™M)
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| have seen and known too much of the struggle for life
among our labouring population.(1%)
S tf (Keith Feiling) E57s!
In London, indeed, the existence of the poor could hardly be
considered life.(<*)
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Vast wealth is concentrated in the hands of a few and the
exploiting classes more and more live a parasitic life of luxury.
On the other hand, exploitation of the working class tends to
grow fiercer and the gulf between those who actually create

all society's wealth and those who appropriate it, widens, that
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is the law of capitalist accumulation.("')
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Early socialist movements could never find roots or room in
Europe. It was only when socialist theory had been
transformed at the hands of state socialists like Louis Blanc
and of more scientific economic theorists like Karl Marx that it
could accommodate itself to the necessities of life in the
increasingly industrialized nations of Europe.("')
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In fact, the socialist movements tended to snatch the rights
from the 'hane' and bestow them on the 'hane nots'. The basic
concept of the leaders was that the labourers were the real
creators of national wealth (<"
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