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ABSTRACT

Muslim scholars have produced various writings in which the
process of conversion to Islam has been presented in the form of
narratives. However, less consideration has been given to the
understanding of nature of this process. Furthermore, the elements which
originate and shape this process have also been ignored in the previous
studies. After analyzing the sources concerning the study of conversion to
Islam, the current article argues that the previous studies, especially by the
Muslim scholars, were mostly written for Da ‘wah purposes. They did not
encourage the analytical dimension of the conversion studies. For a grasp
of the complex elements and the strategies underlying this process, the
Western scholars divide religious conversion into its diverse types while
providing different motifs. However, a critical analysis of their works
points out that some of these types and motifs are not applicable to Islam.
The current article points out the elements helpful in explaining the process
of conversion to Islam keeping in line with the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah.
Moreover, this paper also purports that the study of Hadith, spiritual
experiences of converts, and the opinions of the scholars supports the
concept of figrah to be used as a framework for a thorough understanding
of this process.

Keywords: Religious Conversion, Fitrah, Islam, Shahada.
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