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Nikah Misyar: its facts & rulings
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ABSTRACT

The term “Nikah Misyar” (translated sometimes as
“travellers’ marriage” or “marriage of convenience”) is not found in
the Qur’an, Sunna or classical works of Islamic jurisprudence. It is a
term that has been introduced recently. However, the concept can be
found being discussed in the works of classical Muslim jurists
(fugaha). This is a marriage contract between a man and a woman,
with the condition that the spouses give up one, two or several of
their rights by their own free will.

Some people consider that the misyar marriage can meet the
needs of young people whose resources are too limited to settle
down. However, there have been some (Sunni)scholars and
organizations that have opposed the concept of Nikah Misyar
altogether. As for the Islamic ruling concerning such marriages,
there are two issues to consider: 1) Validity and permissibility; and
2) Appropriateness. Different scholars gave different opnions
regarding these two imporatant issues.

In this article, Nikah/zawaj Misyar was discussed in detail,
describing different point of views and ruling in facvour and against
Nikah Misyar.

Keywords: Nikah Misyar, marriage of convenience, travellers’
marriage, marriage contract.
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