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The Status of Tafsir-e-Muradiyah
Among Urdu Translations and Exegeses of the Qur’an
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ABSTRACT

This is a historical fact that along with Arabs, rather more
than Arabs, the Quranic and Islamic sciences were dealt by the non-
Arabs. After Arabic, the Persian language attained the status of an
Islamic language, and great books were written in Islamic literature
in Persian. After Persian, Urdu succeeded to hold the title of Islamic
language. A great many works of Islamic sciences and translation
and exegesis of the Qur’an were rendered into Urdu by the scholars
of the subcontinent and others.

It is said that Urdu tafsir began in the 12th century from the
Hijrah. As Jamil Naqi says that the first Tafsir was "Basa’ir al-
Qur’an" by Nikhal Shah Jahanpiiri (114 A.H/1231AD), he points out
that Hakim Muhammad Ashraf Khan was the first one who
translated the Qur’an into Urdu with some comments. Shah ‘Abdul
Qadir (1230 AH/1815AD) and Shah Rafi’udddin followed him.

However, Urdu translation and exegesis of the Quran by
Murad’ullah Ansari Sanbhali, a disciple of Mirza Mazhar Jan-e-
Janan, is rightly said to be the earlier work than those of Shah
‘Abdul Qadir and Shah Rafi’uddin. However, the first complete
translations were of course of both of them.

The Author of this research article, explores and discusses
Tafsir-e-Muradiyah and highlights its scholarly merits, which
determine its status among the exegetical literature of the Quran.
Keywords: Exegesis;, Quranic sciences, Tafsir-e-Muradiyah, Urdu
Translations of the Qur’an; Scholarly Merits
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